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Next year’s factory bike?
BY RON LAWSON

F or just a moment, allow vourself to
indulge in the most common of

ing up to the start line at a local
motocross with Kent Howerton’s fac-
tory racebike. There you sit with the

62

CYCLE GUIDE

SR

.

moto-fantasies. Picture yourself pull- i



ultimate in motocross technology,
ready to take on anything. What if no-
body notices, or even cares?

That is exactly what would happen.
It's true that Howerton’s bike proved
to be the hottest thing on the track
during the 1981 Nationals, but it just
isn’t trick-looking enough to attract
attention next to the exotic production
iron that 1982 will be offering. And
trick looks are going to be the key to
sales in the liquid-cooled, power-
valved, disc-braked year to come. Even
if Suzuki were to perfectly duplicate
Howerton’s machine right down to its
unpainted pipe and sand-cast cases,
then offer it for sale at a reasonable
price, it would probably be a market-
ing disaster.
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That’s why it shouldn’t be a surprise
that Suzuki’s '82 production machine
looks nothing like the factory bike.
They’ve made it even tricker. Its
liquid-cooled barrel alone is enough to
catapult the RM from the world of
average-looking bikes (which includes
even Howerton’s bike) into the realm
of the ultratrick. It was a move made
necessary by the need to attract atten-
tion in a market where performance is
only half the equation for sales. Suzuki
didn’t want to find itself in the same
position occupied by Kawasaki last
year when the KX125 demonstrated,
through the absence of liquid-cooling,
the low-sales consequences of not
being trick-looking enough.

Suzuki knew that Honda would

have an improved version of its 250
waterpumper for ‘82 and that Yamaha
was planning to join the liquid-cooled
corps as well. It was apparent that
Suzuki would have to fight water with
water. So the new Suzuki has been
packaged and marked special delivery
into the hands of the factory-hard-
ware-craving crowds that line the MX
tracks of America. But now, after years
of being trained into believing that a
factory bike is the ultimate in trick, the
moto crowds are confronted by an
RM250Z that’s even tricker than the
works bikes. And that’s enough to
make even the racetrack crazy-
crossers step back and wonder. When it
comes to winning motocross, are trick
and quick always the same thing?
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