HANG ON TIGHT?

Watercooling and a hot engine

hen first seeing the 1982 RM250Z

Suzuki at a press preview, the
staff of Dirt Bike was puzzled. What
we saw before us was a water-cooled
machine! Just about all of the works
riders use air-cooled bikes, so we won-
dered if perhaps Suzuki hadn’t gone
the gimmick route in order to stimu-
late sales. Everything else about the
bike looked more or less like the ’81
version. Collectively, we figured more
of the same, with a heavier bike be-
cause of the watercooling. Wrong-o.

The ’82 RM250 is perhaps the most
radically changed bike of the line. And
the most important change is that the
new bike is quite likely the fastest 250
we’ve ever ridden. You got it, sport.
It’s an animal! A frenzied, screaming
handful of power.

As you might expect, it’s not an easy
bike to ride. The Staph of Dhirt Bique
has had opportunities to ride various
works bikes. Invariably, these works
machines have been extremely fast and
not very forgiving. Lesser mortals
would turn better lap times on a milder
bike. . .no doubt about that.

Now, here’s the clincher: Hang on
to your Medfly, Willard. .. the RM250
is as fast as any factory special we’ve
slung a leg across! It also has the same
kind of sudden, brutal power.
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The Suzuki “Z” may be as close to a fa

fairly low underthe tank on the downtubes.
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Ultra-trim lines of the latest RM are on the exotic side. Dual radiators are mounted

ctory bike as you'll find this year.

First-time riders will invariably
comein shaken and pale, after putting
in a few laps of fighting the bike. Did
we say fighting? Yes. Because, until
you’re familiar with the RM250, all it
wants to do is wheelie out of every
corner. Seriously, every time the throt-
tle is punched, the front end snaps up-
right and keeps climbing, as the revs
are allowed to rise. For the average
rider, the first few laps on the RM will
consist of a blast on the throttle, a
lurch, a chop of the throttle and a
wobbling exit out of the turn.

Is this bad?

No. Not as long as you have the
skills necessary to use it. You see, Su-
zuki pulled out the stops on this one.
The public has been demanding a
workslike racer, and now that they
have one, it just might scare the aver-









