Cut the what inhalf?

By Jody Weisel

[0 The new RMXs are pushing all the other
bikes off the track. The once-YZ-crowded
starting line is still filled with yellow bikes,
but they are Suzuki RMs. The RM125X was
such a good machine out of the crate that
riders who got their hands on one early in
the year moved up a couple of places. But
now everybody has one. The competition is
leveling off again. If you want an edge, you
have to work at making your RMX better.

RM250 and 465 pilots have a tougher
road to hoe because they don't have
enough of the horsepower advantage that
the tiddler RMX riders have. Plus, the open
class Suzuki has front end problems, and
even a touch of peculiar handling.
MAKING THE ONE-TWO-FIVE FASTER

The basic story is that, without an igni-
tion change, there is only a little more top
end to be gleaned out of the RM125X. The
easy way to get that power boost is to cut
20mm, about 3/4-inch, out of the exhaust
pipe directly behind the right front pipe
mount. Taking 20mm out of the center sec-
tion gives the pipe a shorter-tuned length
and pours on some added zip to the top
end. This has been standard practice since
the N-model Suzukis.

Most experienced engine tuners feel that
the stock porting is an excellent compro-
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mise and should be cleaned and matched,
but not changed drastically. If you must
port, and port you must, raise the intake
and transfers less than a millimeter, or risk
narrowing the powerband.

Additional power can be found in the
cylinder head, but it requires an experi-
enced touch. Several hotshot California
racing enterprises are milling the heads of
cylinders by about .030 of an inch (thirty
thousandths). There are two schools of
thought; The first way mills the .030 out of
the head and then has the squish areare-
shaped. The second style mills the top of
the cylinder .030 and doesn't touch the
cylinder head. We recommend milling the
head, but take your own choice.

The stock 32mm carb is on the smallish
side. A 36mm would be the hot setup, but
there is no currently available 36mm
Mikuni that will fit in the space available.
Most racers are opting for 34mm Mikunis.
They are available pre-jetted, from DG
Performance Specialties; DG, Roost Fac-
tory and White Brothers also offer boost
bottles that will increase low end.

Drilling out the stock air box to make it
breathe better makes the power a lot snap-
pier, and many SoCal pros take a razor
blade and remove the velocity stack from

Holland’s Twin Air air box really helps
the 125/250/465 RMs breathe. Itis good
forseveral hundred more rpm.







