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BRAD LACKEY

Brad Lackey, 27, has joined Team Suzuki for the 1981 season. This will be his tenth
season on the World Grand Prix tour. Prior to departing for the European circuit in
1973, Lackey was one of the dominant American competitors. He was runner-up in
the American 500cc National Championshipin 1971, and came back to win that title in
1972. For the past nine vears, he has been a consistent, hard-driving competitor in
World Championship competition, placing 2nd in 1978, 4th in 1979 and narrowly mis-
sing the World title in 1980. For 1981, Lackey is confident he will capture the title that
has alluded him so long.

KENT HOWERTON

Kent “The Rhinestone Cowboy” Howerton, 26, put together the finest season of his
distinguished career in 1980. The popular Texan captured his first 260cc National
Championship and successfully defended his Trans-USA and U.S. 250cc Grand Prix
titles. He also finished a strong second on the Supercross circuit, winning events in
Oakland, Pontiac and Kansas City. The 577",150-pound rider ran away with the 250cc
National crown, winning six events on the seven-race schedule.
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DARRELL SHULTZ

Darrell Shultz, 20, started the 1981 campaign on a winning note, sweeping both
events at the twin-bill Seattle Supercross. And that's just how he wanted to begin his
third year with Suzuki. The popular Northern Californian will join teammate Marty
Smith on the 500cc National tour in 1981, after scoring a notable fifth place overall
showing in 250cc National action last season. Hampered by a series of injuries during
the '80 season, he still recorded a number of consistent rides. Shultz's best perform-
ances came at the Pennsylvania and Denver Nationals, placing third overall in both
events.

MARK BARNETT

“Magic’ Mark Barnett, 20, has achieved in three years on the pro circuit what most

riders only dream about—winning a national motocross championship. When he

ended Broc Glover's three-year reign in the 125cc division last season, he became the

first rider ever to win National titles in both professional and amateur AMA competi-
tion. Barnett garnered four National victories on the seven-event 125cc schedule,
sweeping the final three races in Washington, New York and Florida to wrap up the

title. The 57", 160-pound rider also recorded overall Supercross wins at New Orleans

and Montreal, Canada.
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MARTY SMITH
Marty Smith, 23, will be vying for his fourth National Championship in 1981. The
popular Southern Californian finished a notable third place overall on the 1980 500cc
National tour in his first season with Suzuki. Smith knows what it’s like to be number
onein his sport, having captured the 126cc title in 1974-75 and 500cc title in 1977. And
he is one of the only four riders to score National Championships in two classes. Smith
must be considered a favorite to win the 500cc title this season. The 511", 170-pound
rider makes his home in San Diego, California.

DENNY BENTLEY

Denny Bentley, 16, became the youngest rider in the team’s history when he was
signed to a factory contract for the 1981 season. The 510", 160-pound rider from
Perry, Michigan, will join teammate *'Magic” Mark Barnett on the 125cc National
circuit this season. Bentley gained his first taste of motorcycle competition in the mini-
cycle ranks. In 1978, he competed in the AMA Amateur National Motocross Series,
finishing second overallin the 125cc division at the national finals. The following year
at Hangtown, California, he captured the 125cc AMA Amateur National Champion-
ship. Bentley competed in a few selected professional events last season as a “sup-
port”’ rider before Suzuki decided he should be a starter for 1981.






